THE  LETTERS  OF  KING  HENRY  VIII

Preparations, warnings, protests and diplomacy were of no
avail. In December, 1543, the Scots Parliament declared the
English treaties null and void, and in January, 1544, the ' assured
Scots' came to terms with Beton, after a half-hearted attempt to
stand by their promise. They pledged themselves to abandon
the English alliance, and by the spring even the Douglases and
Lennox had fallen away. Henry knew now that he had been
tricked once again, and that all his planning was likely to come
to nothing. He was at war with France, which made the re-
affirming of the old Franco-Scottish alliance a real danger. He
had some genuine grounds for resentment, to reinforce a pas-
sionate rage at the thwarting of his aim; and in consequence he
proceeded to vent the exasperation of a lifetime in what can only
be described as a policy of wasteful and unparalleled vindictive-
ness. At the beginning of May, Edward Seymour, Earl of
Hertford and brother to Queen Jane, sailed up the Firth of Forth
with an English fleet. His orders were to

burn Edinburgh town, so razed and defaced when you have
sacked and gotten what ye can of it, as there may remain forever
a perpetual memory of the vengeance of God lightened upon
(them?) for their falsehood and disloyalty. Do what ye can out
of hand, and without long tarrying to beat down and overthrow
the casde, sack Holyrood House and as many towns and
villages about Edinburgh as ye may conveniently; sack Leith, and
burn and subvert it and all the rest, putting man, woman and
child to fire and sword, without exception, where any resistance
shall be made against you; and this done, pass over to the Fife-
land and extend like extremities and destructions in all towns
and villages whereunto ye may reach conveniently; not forget-
ting, among all the rest so to spoil and turn upset down the
Cardinal's town of St. Andrews, as the upper stone may be the,
nether, and not one stick stands by another, sparing no creature
alive within the same, specially such as either in friendship or
blood be allied to the Cardinal.

Hertford wrote, on May 9, that he had made * a jolly fire
and smoke upon the town